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GRAVITY: A LOVE STORY 
 

By Eric Henry Sanders 
 

 
Characters 

 
Lecturer:  A man (though, really, with a little editing it 

could be a woman) who lost his wife seven years 
earlier in a skiing accident. He has a daughter. 

 
  
 

Place and Time 
 

The present. 
 



GRAVITY, A LOVE STORY

The Lecturer is on stage. Beside 
him is a table with a machine on 
it. There’s a large (red) button on 
the machine. 

A slide projected behind him has a 
picture of a stick figure falling 
down with a frowny face. Then there 
are a bunch of complex equations 
which equal a stick figure going up 
with a smiley face.

LECTURER
The subject of my talk today is gravity. (Pause.)
The subject of my talk today is gravity. Gravity. What’s it 
all about? Why gravity? 

LECTURER (CONT’D)
For starters, gravity is underrated. We don’t think much of 
it, do we? We take it for granted. When you wake up in the 
morning, you step out of bed, there’s no conscious thought, 
“Do I look for my slippers on the floor or the ceiling? Or 
somewhere in between. Floating.” No. We expect them to be 
right where we left them. And moreover, we expect to be right 
there where we went to sleep, not bumping into walls or 
outside stuck in a tree. Because we expect gravity to be 
unchanging. Really, unless you are actively involved in 
stepping on a banana peel, gravity doesn’t cross your mind 
much. Mine, anyway. When I’m flying, yes, but I’m a nervous 
flyer. It’s actually not flying that makes me nervous, it’s 
crashing. And, really, that’s what led me into my research. 

LECTURER (CONT’D)
It’s a funny little story. My wife died. Yeah, it happens. We 
don’t want to think about that, but...

LECTURER (CONT’D)
Ha, so, funny story, my wife and I are celebrating our tenth 
anniversary, and we go skiing, because we both love that. You 
see where this is going. Beautiful day, new powder, pine 
trees. It smells really really nice. That’s what I love most 
about skiing, not just the thrill of speed, but those gentle 
passes between mountains where you’re alone with the silence 
of it and the smell of pine trees and frost. She catches an 
edge in the snow and falls. And well... Maybe it’s not such a 
funny story. 

LECTURER (CONT’D)
But it’s what led me into my research on gravity. In fact, I 
started an entire foundation on the subject. 



I’m not a physicist, but I forgot to mention, I’m wealthy. I 
made loads of money, in fact. And I did it, by myself in the 
most American way possible, by inheriting it from my 
grandparents. But because of the accident I became interested 
in physics, and I always liked to tinker. So I came up with 
the idea that if I’d been able to cure gravity, then the 
accident wouldn’t have happened. And here it is (He lifts a 
cloth from the machine). Ta-da! My anti-gravity machine. It’s 
a gift for my daughter. She’s eight years old now, but she 
was a toddler when the accident happened. I thought she would 
have liked to know her mother, so there’s this: (He points to 
the machine).

LECTURER (CONT’D)
So there we are skiing, and the accident, and it wasn’t much 
after that moment that I thought to myself, “gravitons.”

LECTURER (CONT’D)
If you’re anything like me then you don’t remember much about 
gravity from high school physics. But in a nutshell, first 
there was Newton. And Newton said that objects have mass and 
those masses attract each other in a simple, concrete way. 
And with Newton, all was right in the universe. 

LECTURER (CONT’D)
Looking at the known planets, Newton predicted that we’d find 
a planet outside of Uranus’s orbit and we found Neptune. Case 
closed. But then Mercury had to come along and screw 
everything up. 

LECTURER (CONT’D)
What happened was that a wobble in Mercury’s orbit couldn’t 
be explained by Newtonian physics. Everyone figured the only 
explanation must be another planet between Mercury and the 
Sun that disrupted its orbit, but no one could find it 
because it doesn’t exist. And the missing planet bothered a 
lot of people because it meant Newton and his pretty little 
formula couldn’t explain everything. 

LECTURER (CONT’D)
Then this famous Swiss patent officer named Albert Einstein 
came along. And in addition to patents, he thought a lot 
about physics. Einstein, of course, came up with a theory of 
general relativity. I’m not going to explain it to you 
because it takes a lot of big words. But the idea is that for 
Newton free-falling objects are all the same, but to Einstein 
it depends on where you are when you are observing the 
falling object. 

LECTURER (CONT’D)
The thing is, general relativity is incompatible with quantum 
mechanics unless another particle exists. The graviton. 
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LECTURER (CONT’D)



LECTURER (CONT’D)
If I’ve lost you, don’t worry, it’s all on wikipedia.

LECTURER (CONT’D)
To really grasp this stuff you need to understand string 
theory, which says that there are tiny vibrating particles in 
twenty dimensions that explain everything in a very clear 
way, so long as you’ve spent your whole life studying higher 
mathematics, and believe that there are parallel universes.

LECTURER (CONT’D)
Really only three people understand it. Don’t get cornered by 
one of them at a cocktail party.

LECTURER (CONT’D)
So, I get to thinking that if gravitons exist and they spin a 
certain way, if I can make them spin the opposite way, rather 
than attraction, we would have repulsion, and rather than 
things falling together they would fall apart. And seven 
years later, here it is. 

LECTURER (CONT’D)
It’s a localized force. You have to be near this for it to 
work on you. Small particles momentarily spinning the 
opposite way and, I’d like to demonstrate it to you. Because, 
see, if she had had a device like this... I imagine a pocket-
sized version. It would work like your own personal airbag. 

LECTURER (CONT’D)
I just have to plug it in and press... the button. 

Pause. His hand hovers over the 
button.

LECTURER (CONT’D)
I don’t know why I’m hesitating. 

Pause.

LECTURER (CONT’D)
So, I turn it on...

LECTURER (CONT’D)
Right. And. I press the button. 

He doesn’t press the button.

LECTURER (CONT’D)
Her name was Penn. Did I mention that? Her real name was Lois 
but she hated that so she went by her middle name. Penn. I 
called her “P.” Penn. Penelope. “A song of praise for 
steadfast Penelope.”
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LECTURER (CONT’D)
So if I push the button it protects her. Right? I push the 
... then she, she, doesn’t fall. And it brings her back. 
(Pause.) Because then I can protect her. I mean how stupid...

LECTURER (CONT’D)
Do you know what’s stronger than gravity? A child’s alphabet 
magnet. Saliva, when you lick your finger to turn a page. A 
slight breeze. My daughter was one and a half. She had 
magnets like that. If you pick up a paperclip with it you are 
defying gravity. You have beaten gravity. How can any life be 
taken by something as inconsequential as, as, as slight as 
that?

LECTURER (CONT’D)
There is a separation even when bodies are near.

LECTURER (CONT’D)
There she was just ahead of me. The snow was soft. Pine 
scenting the air. Just up ahead I saw her. Her body fell, the 
enormous mass of the Earth's center driving her into the 
ground. And she slid to a stop and I picked her up and held 
her above the ground until my arms were shaking. And I held 
her body, her mass the same and reduced by the weight of her. 
A weight of loss that I would never put down and never stop 
shaking under the strain. The inconsolable weight of loss. 
There are twenty dimensions in superstring theory. They are 
parallel and overlapping and in one of them I am always in 
that moment. And in one of them we are still together.

4.




